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I: I vc  a s . 

The important event in the month w‘as the flood in the 
Wiscoiisiii Rirtsr, w1iic.h is tlcwrihetl elsrwliere in a 
special article. This was the third flood of the siininier 
in tha t  river. The reports receiuecl indicntt. p i w l  stnpcss 
in the hlissiasippi throughout tlie month, aiicl a t  tliv clew 
the ri-rer a t  Davenport was slightly lower thnn at the end 
of August. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Southwesterly wintls 1)revuilrcl, h i t  in the north the 
direction was niostlj- northwesterly. The highest ve- 
locity reported was 37 niiles a n  hour, from the south, at 
St. Y~i i l ,  hlinn., on tlie 9th. This is boniewhnt lower 
than the liigliest velocity u.;unlly reported in Septem1)er. 
For the district as n whole about the average amount of 
sunshine was experienced. The normal percentage is 
about 60. The nvernee iiiiniber of clear days was 13; 
partly cloucly, S ;  c~oucTy, E). 

WISCONSIN RIVER FLOOD, SEPTEMBER, 1912. 

By JAMES H. SPENCER, Local Forecaster. 

From about 3 t o  3.50 inches of rain in tlie RIerrill- 
Wauhau sec.tion of the TT’i~coiisiii Tnlley within 12 hours 
on nturclny night, August 31, caused thtb third flood of 
the siini~iier of 1 in the Wisconsin Eiver. The flood 
wns preceded hy \wcl<s of henvy rains, niid the soil wn:: 
t horou ghly so ill< eel aiicl small s t re mis were consider a blj- 
sw-olleii before the storm occiirred that  caused the f l o c d .  
Losses from the flood in the Dubuqiie River district :is R 
whole will aggregate $50,000 to $75,000, possiblj- inort~. 

The river nt IYausnu rose from it stage of a1)out 6 feet 
before the storm to 10.4 feet c)n the morning of Yelotem- 
ber Is t ,  aiid to a crest stage of 1’7.6 feet a t  iilwut 10 1’. ni. 
of the same date. The rise at a i i c l  near hlerrill w n s  nliout 
the sanie :is at Wuusau. Thc r i w r  r o s ~  nearly i fret  in 
three dnys at Grant1 liapids t o  n crest stage of 11.3 feet on 
the 4th;  t i n t 1  it row G ftbet at Portage in fire d a y s  to a 

In the 1owt.r Jiiec uiihiii l ra l l fy  the fuocl \\-:is the worst 
of the year, though it dit1 iiot cqud  that of (Jctoloer, 191 1. 
The storm that c n u a c ~ l  tlie flood also c‘nu~ecl washout:: 
that dc-railed two triiins in iiortlwm \Ti 
i n  the clraili of n i i i i i i i l i t ~  o f  iwrsiiis. 

crest stnge of 11 .!1 fret 011 th r  7th. 

DAVAQE AT NERRILL A N D  M’AU8.4U. 

Losses from t l w  h o t 1  in the W:iiisaii-l5mill wction 
were very liglit c-onilmrtvl t o  tlie Julv flootl of  this year. 
Postilia-ter k’. 71’. 1iul)astti. o f  Yerrill, relwrts the lo 
in tlint vicinity a.: follows: 

Blnst of the damapr \ f i ts donr to the filling t> f  the d:tm of the Grand- 
fathrr Falls c’o They had just nlj(~ut finished the repairs made news- 
airy by the July flood wheii it W R  ngnin R ashed out by the Peliteinber 
flood. It is estiniatrd that tht. damage will be aboiit EY.0W. The 
same is true of the Blerrill Rnilwny LG Light (‘0. They had just about 
completed R large rekiininq wall 4 ieet thick of solid stcine arid concrete 
constriirtiou when the flood washed nut :E section nbnut 4 0  feet iu  length. 
The damage to this property, and the filling thereto, will approximate 
$4,000. The damage to railrond tracks, by reason of being washed out, 
will possibly be $5,000. 

Postiiittzter A. IT. irrt’vitt, of  Waustiii, hays: 
There was biit little loss here b y  the September flood. The only 

damage was nbout $1.000 eiwh to the Chicapo & Northwestern Railroad 
and the Chititgo, 51ilrrauliee & St. Paul Railroad; also a loss of about 
$500 to the Waurxtu Street Railway Co. 

There was no nintwial l co~ . ;  hetween Rotli.;cliil:l nncl 
I<ill)oiirii, cw-ept .;onie to crops on Itwlancl.;. From 
I<iliJourii t o  the moutii of the river tlie h i g h s t  water was 
only : % l J O l l t  R foot lowcr than in Oc*tol)er, 1c111, ant1 large 
qimititie.; of iincwt hay aucl nianv fieltls of corn, potatoer, 
etc.. w ~ r e  swcslit :iwaj-. For in\ tm(*e,  in tlie vic*inity of 
S t~uk  City lo~vlitii~l.; 3 iiiiles from t,lie river 1)ed w’re 
flocitle~l. 

B t  Portage the levec3, wliic.li Iwotect 1)ropert.v vadued 
at liiiii~lreils of t1iousan:l.; o f  (lollars, werc strengthened 
uimn rrwipt, of tlic warnings of the Weiitlier Hiireau. 
Correct stage.; were I)re~lictt~tl tlirec to five claps in 
advtiiice, ancl hIr. €1. S. Rocliwootl, eclitor o f  tlie Portage 
D:iily Deniocrnt, say.;: “The telegrams of river contli- 
tions were valuable anal tiiiiely aitlr to the clwellrrs of this 
lantl of flood.” ‘rhe old)- serious loss at Portagz w.nq to  
crop< on lowland.;, aniounting to  about .96i,OOO. 

WARNINGS ISSUED. 

At 2 a. iii. of September 1, the following telegram, 
basecl on n mit1nig:it observation of heavy rain a t  i\fe(l- 
foul, mis., \\-as sent to  ~ ~ a u s a u :  “Rninfnll very heavy 
at RIeclfortl. Watch contlitioiis a t  Wausau.” No otlier 
warnings could 1~e  issued, as the river rose to  flood stage 
a t  Waubau by the time oLservation:, were tiiken itrid tele- 
graphed by river and raiiif d l  ob-ervers in the Merrill- 
\Vnusau section, except Medforcl. 

Forecasts aiitl warning, were issued for towns from 
Steven* Point to  D~ihiiclii~ 2 to  10 clay.; in aclvance of 
the flooil crebt. They were of  nincli vxlue, and helped 
greatly in saving property probablr e q u d  in d u e  to  tlie 
total lo,ses from the floocl. ~ ~ u c h l i s y  in stncli ant1 otlier 
crops were saved; a large niiiouiit of stock was removed 
to  safety from lowla11ils am1 islancls, nncl losb to  conritl- 
eralde other prc)perty wa.; prevented. 

Tlie following extract.; relative to  the flootl mil  the 
warning; ishiled tire from mnie of the letter.; received: 

Magnus Swenson, president Wisconsin River Power c‘o., Prairie du  
Sac, Wis. : “ R e  wish to express our apprecintion of the vnli~able service 
the We’eather Eureau has rendered in keepinq us inforrued with refer- 
e n w  tn the floods in tlie \Viscon?in River. The predictions have not 
only been very accurate, but we have received them in ample time to 
enable 11s to prevent serious dmugoe and loss.” 

Max H. Ninman. Sauk (‘ity. Wis : “C’attle, prinripally youug stock, 
w1iii.h :ire pistured on the lowlands and adjacent islands, were taken 
home ti 1 the farmers’ yards in time to  ssve them. tlxtuks to the warninps 
sent out lip the Westher Biirenii, which were transmitted to the farmers 
:rliwq the route by the carriers, and by telephone.” 

Bowobel, \Vis.: “Farmers were able to s ~ v e  hay that was cut nud 
some in stack: itlso a good many Lo:tte that would have sustained 
injury had the warninr9 not bezn seut.” 

L E. Hnmmonds, Woodn~an, &’IS. : “Farmers and stockmen mxde a 
great snvinq by the warnings sent me.” 
ii (‘. v. Elston, bfuscoih,  \\‘is. : “\Tildrnings appreciated. Cattle 

and other stork moved to preveut loss. Large hay loss, amounting to 
several thousand dolbrs.” 

~ ~ n r n i n g s  i.;-ued 7 to  1(J cl:t~-s in :xc1vmce of the flootl 
cwst from I)ul)uqiie t o  Prairie tlu Chien were verified 
within tw-o-tenth.: of n foot, ant1 (+orernnient roiitractor.;, 
tlir ITnitcd State- engineers, m ( l  other.: wcre given al)iin(l- 
ant tinie to prepire lor high mater witlioiit, loss. hlnny 
fmniers siivctl crop.; ant1 otlier property: for insttillre, 
one Dubuque County farmer IiarvesteJ 2:j acres of millet 
after the witrning.: were issued. A week later the field 
w x q  iun,ler water. 

The carest sttige a t  Dulnique WAS 10.7 feet, the highest 
in September in 27 years, with one esc,eption. The river 
between Dubuqiie niicl Prairie du Cliieii was only n few 
tenths of n foot lower than at Dubuque. 


